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PRESCHOOLERS WITH HEARING PROBLEMS
RECEIVE SPECIAL EDUCATION IN MISSOULA

MISSOULA-A special education program for preschool children with hearing handicaps is being
sponsored for the first time in Montana by a public school system, according to Dr. Robert
B. Chaney Jr., an assistant professor of speech pathology and audiology at the University
of Montana.
The program is administered by Albert J. Muskett, principal of Roosevelt School,
District 1, Missoula.
This summer, five girls and one boy

with hearing handicaps, ages 3-4, are participating

in the program which began last month and continues through Monday (July 7) at the University.
The program is conducted at the University's Speech and Hearing Clinic Annex, 1010
Arthur Ave., under the direction of Mrs. Sara McClain, instructor of rehabilitative audiology
in the speech pathology-audiology department at UM.
Purpose of the special four-week program is to determine whether the six youngsters
will be able to benefit from language building training when the program is included in the
regular school offerings this September.
Since 1963, one classroom at Roosevelt School has been used for rehabilitating schoolage children with hearing handicaps.

It is hoped that the addition of the preschool

training will eliminate the need for intensive school-age rehabilitation.
Children whose educational needs are best met by this type of program must reside in
Missoula, either with their families or in foster homes,

tyo residential facilities are

associated with the program.
Parents of
hearing handicapped preschool children are not charged for this special
education in Missoula.
It is a portion of the free public education guaranteed by the
constitution to every child.
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The children come to the clinic daily from 9-11:30 a.m. and are directed in language
building activities by Mrs. McClain and Mrs. Janice Murdaugh, a UM graduate assistant in
speech pathology and audiology.
The children engage in projects, such as cutting and pasting, clay work, piano playing,
finger painting, playing with toys and socializing among themselves.
The highlight of the children’s morning at the clinic is "juice time" at 11 a.m.
In order for the children to receive their glasses of juice, they must vocalize or mouth
the words "juice, please."
Four of the preschoolers are from Missoula and two are from other Montana towns.
Th°ir problems include degrees of hearing loss and unintelligible speech.
Rehabilitation involves not only learning to speak, but overcoming emotional and
mal
social/adjustments. Most of the children are withdrawn because of the communication
difficulties.
All but one of the children at the clinic wear hearing aids.
amplifying equipment will include auditory training units.
of earphones and an individual volume control.

This fall, additional

Each unit will have a pair

Sound will be projected through a micro

phone.
Prospects

for the future/

include
new equipment involving frequency modulation radio

waves and individual harnesses which would eliminate earphone wires.

